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Synopsis
The Club of Ugly Children is a film set in the world in the near future full of thrilling chases and
exciting adventure which tackles the narrative around the dangers of an authoritarian regime
for a young audience in a fun way.
The movie is set in a dystopian community where the President of this society has a
slogan for everyone to live by – “Keep it clean!” This slogan is not just about keeping the
streets clean but the people as well. The President’s message is communicated to everyone
in the community through songs, billboards and social media - something young people
today experience daily via YouTube and Instagram, which is why the film is a perfect
opportunity and connection allowing discussion about many of the issues raised in the
movie.
Themes
—Discrimination
—Dictatorship
—Diversity
—Surveillance
—Social media
—Power
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Genre:
Action/Adventure

Screenplay:
Jeroen Margry

Country +Year:
Netherland, 2019

Cinematography:
Thijmen Doornik

Runtime:
91 mins

Editor:
Jurriaan Van Nimwegen

Languages:
Dutch

Sound:
Noah Pepper

Subtitles:
English

Music:
Vidjay Beerepoot

Director:
Jonathon Elbers

Producers:
Casper Eskes, Niek Teunissen, Wim Boven

Cast:
Sem Hulsmann, Faye Kimmijser,
Narekawanesyan

Executive Producer:
Stan Schram

The Club of
Ugly Children

The Australian Curriculum
and links with activities

Education Resource

This education resource has been developed with links to the Australian Curriculum.
Activities have been created to reflect each of the achievement standards, depending on
the year level, including content descriptions within each learning area and the general
capabilities. The resource aims to provide teachers with information to help prepare students
before attending the movie, as well as structured learning activities for the classroom after
viewing the movie.

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes

General Capabilities – specific learning activities are linked with the following icons:

Curriculum links and activities

Literacy

Ethical Understanding

Before the movie

Critical and Creative Thinking

Personal and Social Capability

Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources

Numeracy
Year 5 and 6 Media Arts
Band Description
—…make and respond to the arts, students
explore meaning and interpretation,
and social and cultural contexts of the
arts. They evaluate the use of forms and
elements in artworks they make and
observe.
Content Description
Explore representations, characterisations
and points of view of people in their
community, including themselves, using
settings, ideas, story principles and genre
conventions in images, sounds and text.
ACAMAM062
Explain how the elements of media arts
and story principles communicate meaning
by comparing media artworks from different
social, cultural and historical contexts.
ACAMAR065
Achievement Standard
Students explain how ideas are
communicated in artworks they make and to
which they respond.
Year 7 and 8 Media Arts
Band Description
In Media Arts, students:
• examine the ways in which audiences
make meaning and how different audiences
engage with and share media artworks
• explore meaning and interpretation, forms
and elements including structure, intent,
character, settings, points of view, genre
conventions and media conventions as
they make and respond to media artworks
• consider social, cultural and historical
influences & representations in media arts.
Content Description
Analyse how technical and symbolic
elements are used in media artworks to
create representations influenced by story,
genre, values and points of view of particular
audiences. ACAMAR071
Achievement Standard
Students identify and analyse how
representations of social values and points
of view are portrayed in the media artworks
they make, distribute and view. They evaluate
how they and other makers and users of
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media artworks from different cultures, times
and places use genre and media conventions
and technical and symbolic elements to
make meaning. They identify and analyse
the social and ethical responsibility of the
makers and users of media artworks.
Year 9 and 10 Media Studies
Band Description
In Media Arts, students:
• refine and extend their understanding and
use of structure, intent, character, settings,
points of view, genre conventions and
media
conventions in their compositions
• analyse the way in which audiences make
meaning and how audiences interact with
and share media artworks.
Content Description
Experiment with ideas and stories that
manipulate media conventions and genres
to construct new and alternative points
of view through images, sounds and text
ACAMAM073
Evaluate how technical and symbolic
elements are manipulated in media artworks
to create and challenge representations
framed by media conventions, social
beliefs and values for a range of audiences
ACAMAR078
Achievement Standard
They evaluate how social, institutional, and
ethical issues influence the making and use
of media artworks.
SACE Stage 1 and 2 – the resources
are created with links and in relation to the
subject outlines.
SACE – Media Studies
Knowledge and Understanding
KU2—Knowledge and understanding of
how audiences influence, and are
influenced by, forms and content of
media texts.
Research and Analysis
RA2—Research into and analysis of the ways
in which groups and individuals are
represented in media.
RA3—Analysis of interactions with media.

The Club of
Ugly Children

Before
the Movie

Education Resource

Visual/Screen Literacy
Students today are more connected to
media than any previous generation and the
screen has become a new kind of page for
them to read and make meaning from. Visual
or screen literacy are the skills, knowledge
and understanding students can build to
support them ‘read’ images.

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources

Being literate in reading films requires
students being able to:
• watch a film and analyse its content,
cinematography and technical aspects
• use the language of creative moving image
productions
• have an understanding of the content of
the film.
To support building visual/screen literacy
knowledge, skills and understanding
students can be asked to:
• explain how they have responded to a film
• give evidence from the film to justify their
reason.
• think about the reasons a film was made.
• identify how colour used for costumes, sets
and lighting affect how the story is told.
Film Content Questions
- How does it make you feel and why?
- What is it about?
- Who is it for?
- What do you think the purpose of the
film is?
- What does it make you wonder?
- Have you seen anything like it before?
(Make connections)
- Would you add anything else to tell the
story?
Film Technique Questions
- How do you think the director wanted
the audience to see the image/s?
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- What techniques did the director use
to tell the story – lighting, music, actors,
sets, camera angles etc?
-H
 ow was the film made – where did it
come from – does it standalone – is it part
of a sequence?
Film Design Questions
- What do the costumes and make-up tell us
about the historical setting of the story?
- How do the costumes and make-up
convey character?
- What is the purpose of the music in the
film?
- How do the settings and sets help the
viewer to understand the story?
By engaging in conversation and discussions
different interpretations of the film may
emerge. These discussions can form
the basis for different and alternative
interpretations for students.

Martin Scorsese talking about the
importance for visual literacy:
youtube.com/watch?v=I90ZluYvHic

Martin Scorsese’s message to teachers

“You’re training the eye and the heart of
the student to look at a film in a different
way by asking questions and pointing to
different ideas, different concepts, and
suggestions. You’re training them to think
about a story that is told to them in visual
terms in a different way and to take it
seriously.”

The Club of
Ugly Children

Setting the
scene

Education Resource

There are many films based on books,
but students will know from reading a book
and then seeing the movie that there is a
big difference between the two. In a book
an author can convey the thoughts and
feelings of a character through words, but a
filmmaker is not able to do this. The director
must work creatively on the character’s
world of experience.

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities

Before students start working on
developing their own scene discuss with
them some of the differences between
printed and non-printed texts.

Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy

Similarities

Non-printed Texts

Setting the scene

• A novel

• Film

The idea behind the movie

• Graphic Novels.

• Theatre Productions

Let’s get creative

After the movie

Features or elements
common to both

• Subject matter or theme
• Plot
• Characters
• Point of view
• Setting
• Genre.

The mode of presenting
information.

• Written words
• Drawn images.

• Speeches
• Written words
• Actions
• Images
• Characterisation
• Music
• Sounds
• Costumes
• Lighting.

Engagement with the
audience.

• The reader needs to
imagine the elements
• The reader reads at
their own pace
• The reader builds the
character/s of the
story.

• Technical aspects,
including lighting,
visual effects, sounds
and music provide a
way to introduce
mood and setting.
Camera - angles,
position, distance and
movements.
• The actors build the
character of the story.
• The audience cannot
adjust the pace at
which they view the
film in a cinema.

Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources
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The Club of
Ugly Children

The Idea Behind
the Movie

Education Resource
As a whole class view the trailer of

The Club of Ugly Children youtu.be/WGHL6gKNFw4
Content information,
Synopsis & Themes

Discuss with students what they think the
movie is going to be about.

Curriculum links and activities

Watch the first 22 seconds of the movie
again and discuss:

Before the movie

• What happens in this 22 seconds?

Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources

• What do you think the main character Paul
is feeling? Why? Is it easy to notice who
the main character is?
• How do you notice this?
Working with a partner students read the
article where Jonathon Elbers, The Director
is interviewed about the movie. In the
interview Elbers discusses what inspired him
to create The Club of Ugly Children.

“All our lines are all stolen from leaders
who are currently in power”
Jonathon Elbers
The leaders who Elbers stole statements
from include:
— Donald Trump— previous United States
President
—Vladimir Putin— current Russian leader
—Recep Tayyip Erdogan— current President
of Turkey
One of the most well-known and infamous
dictators is Adolf Hitler. Hitler and the Third
Reich had a very clear idea of the ideal image
of the German state and the people within it.
Hitler wanted his Germany to be populated
with a so-called superior race. He wanted to
be rid of anyone who didn’t fit this ideal.
Just like Hitler – Elbers, President Isimo
has the same idea for his future country
– a world where Isimo is only able to see
‘beautiful’ children, a place cleansed of ‘ugly’
children.

Discuss with students the opening scene,
which they have already viewed in the trailer.
This scene shows the students having their
photographs taken. Based on this series of
photographs the students are then divided
into the two groups of either beautiful or
ugly.
Working in small groups students have two
pieces of paper. On one piece of paper think
about, discuss and record in words and
images:
• what is beauty to you?
On the other piece of paper think about,
discuss and record in words and images:
• everything they know or have heard about
discrimination.
Display the brainstorming students have
completed around the classroom. Curate
the brainstorming with sheets about beauty
together and ideas about discrimination
together.
Students undertake a gallery walk of the
display. Direct students to observe what
other groups have written about the two
words.
—What are the similarities and differences?
—Is there anything missing?

Interview with Jonathon Elbers
https://www.ecfaweb.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/12/ECFA-Journal-04-TheClub-of-Ugly-Children.pdf
Definition—Dictatorship
From the Latin
A form of government in which one
person or a small group possesses absolute
power, and the leaders have little or no
tolerance for independent media or political
pluralism, i.e., different interests, ideas, and
lifestyles.

Anti-Discrimination Laws Australia
In Australia, it is unlawful to discriminate
on the basis of a number of protected
attributes including age, disability, race, sex,
intersex status, and gender identity and
sexual orientation in certain areas of public
life, including education and employment.
https://www.ag.gov.au/rights-andprotections/human-rights-and-antidiscrimination
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Content information,
Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene

Let’s Get Creative

Working in creative teams of four—students
design a school classroom and the uniforms
for students in a school of the future.
Each creative team will complete concept
drawings of their classroom design and the
uniforms and be able to pitch their idea to
the class.
Half of the groups will focus on one concept
half of the groups on the other.
Concept one:
— A school where everyone has free rights
and are able to express their idea of beauty
Concept two:
—A school where there is NO free expression
and everyone and everything must be the
same.

The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources

Think about:
—The colours to use
—The design of the classroom.
The use of grey in the movie stands for “not
having the right to be who you really are.”
Elbers
Only with the uprising do colours start to
come into the movie.
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The Club of
Ugly Children

After the
Movie

Education Resource

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Creative teams:
—Create a storyboard with simple images
that capture the scene and tell the story
—What do they want to emphasise
—What camera angles will be used to tell the
story, for example Gulliver’s Travels scene
starting with a close up of Gulliver sleeping
on the grass, but not able to see the ties
holding him down
—Identify what location will be used to film
the scene (students could use a location in
the school yard for Gulliver’s Travel)
—Decide on who is going to be acting out the
scene and who will film the scene
—Rehearse the scene
—Using an iPad or mobile phone film the
scene

Working in small creative teams of four
students select a passage from a book
where a scene is described in where a
thought or feeling is central. Alternatively,
students use the following excerpt from
Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathon Swift.

Creative teams share with another team
what they have filmed. Each team provides
feedback for the other team:
—What worked and what they liked
—Any suggestions for changes

Meet the crew
Additional resources

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathon Swift
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/gulliverstravels-arthur-rackham-1731861/

“I lay down on the grass, which was very
short and soft, where I slept sounder
than ever I remember to have done in my
life, and, as I reckoned, above nine hours;
for when I awaked, it was just daylight. I
attempted to rise, but was not able to stir:
for as I happened to lie on my back, I found
my arms and legs were strongly fastened
on each side to the ground; and my hair,
which was long and thick, tied down in the
same manner. I likewise felt several slender
ligatures across my body, from my armpits
to my thighs. I could only look upwards;
the sun began to grow hot, and the light
offended my eyes. I heard a confused noise
about me, but, in the posture I lay, could see
nothing except the sky. In a little time I felt
something alive moving on my left leg, which
advancing gently forward over my breast,
came almost up to my chin; when, bending
my eyes downwards as much as I could,
I perceived it to be a human creature not
six inches high, with a bow and arrow in his
hands, and a quiver at his back.”
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Getting ready to
write a review

Education Resource

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources
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The Club of Ugly Children is an action film
with lots of chase scenes and spectacular
stunts but it has some very clear moral
messages for the viewer.
Discuss in small groups:
— What is an action/adventure movie?
— What are the characteristics of an action
adventure movie?
— Does The Club of Ugly Children have the
same characteristics – what are they?
To support students to write their own
review of the movie students complete the
following tasks.
Working with a partner students write a
list of the:
• scenes in the movie they found most
exciting
• different stunts they noticed
• the colours used in the movie and when
colours changed
• the way social media is used and why
• morals messages communicated in the
movie.
Individually students write:
• a short description of one of the scenes
• a description of the ‘good’ and the
‘bad’ characters in the movie, including
information about how they could tell if the
character was good or bad.

Writing the review
The information students have written
and the template—Guide for writing a film
review—will assist them to write a review of
the movie and to rate the movie.
Definition—Moral
Concerned with the principles of right and
wrong behaviour.

The Club of
Ugly Children
Education Resource

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes

Guide for writing a film review
Movie details:
Title:
Running time:
Genre:
Director:
Cast:

Features of a review:
• approximately 600-1200 words
• usually written in past tense in third person voice
• uses technical and descriptive language
• provides information about interesting elements of
the film:
- formal techniques
- thematic content
• uses full name or last name when referring to the
director or cast.

Paragraph 1
Introduction

Headline - only limited by your imagination.
Here is an example:
Spider Man
Actual Headline: Spinning An Amazing Web
Provide a few details that give the reader insight into the
type of movie you are reviewing.

Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources
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Paragraph 2
Summary of movie

• Where and when does the movie take place?
• Who are the most important characters?
• What is the movie telling the audience? Be careful
to not provide any spoilers for your reader.

Paragraph 3
Opinion/Analysis

• Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the movie:
- provide specific details and scenes.

Paragraph 4
Conclusion evaluation and
recommendation

• Who would you recommend the movie to, including:
- relate this to the rating of the movie
- how many stars would you give the movie?

The Club of
Ugly Children

Reviewing and
Refining

Education Resource

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Compare and contrast the concept
designs
Prior to seeing The Club of Ugly Children
students worked in creative teams to create
their own school of the future.
Working in original creative teams’ students:
• review what they have created in the
designs they have completed for their
school of the future and the uniforms for
the students

Filmmakers make decisions about the
colour/s you see in movies that affect your
experience of watching.
Different tones help a viewer follow the
story as it moves between locations and
characters.
Colour also cues the viewer on the journey
of a character.

AND
• c
 ompare it with what the production
designer and costume designer created
for the film.
Each creative team review their designs and:
• discuss and make any changes as if they
were the Production Designer for The Club
of Ugly Children
• complete their drawings to present a pitch
to the class about the design of costumes
and set design.

Meet the crew
Additional resources

Production Designer
In charge of making sure each shooting
location is perfect, prepared, and on point
with the vision of the film.
The locations, sets, costumes, lights etc all
work together to create a world on screen.
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Education Resource

Content information,
Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene

Meet the Crew

Jonathon Elbers — Director
From a very young age, Jonathon Elbers
knew what he wanted to do and that was
make films. He completed his studies at the
Dutch Film Academy and went on to direct
eye-catching films. Elbers has created two
feature films the first being Fashion Chicks
a colourful High School film. The Club of
Ugly Children is his second feature. His
passion is directing comedy stories with
lovable characters and being able to surprise
audiences with worlds they have never seen
before.

Sem Hulsmann
Sem Hulsmann is an actor, known for
The Club of Ugly Children (2019), Leder
Huisje (2014) and Kasper en de Kerstengelen
(2015).
Hulsmann made his debut at the age of
eleven as an actor in the television series
Kasper en de Kerstenangelen. In this series
he played the role of Kasper, the lead role.
In 2017, this TV series won an International
Emmy Kids Award for Best Youth Series.
Faye Kimmijser
Faye Kimmijser is an acrtress, known
for Nerds with Attitude (2020), Flikken
Maastricht (2007). And The Club of Ugly
Children (2019).

The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

It’s a cliché, but like many other directors, I once wanted to be an actor. I was often allowed
to participate in the school play, but with my braces and nerdy glasses I always had to play the

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew

hunchbacked old man, or the drunkard. I was never chosen to play a young blonde Greek god.
Years later, with THE CLUB OF UGLY CHILDREN, we make a film about children who are
excluded due to their appearance. Excluding minorities is a very sensitive issue. Apparently ugly
children are too, because there was an immediate response online: “IS THIS A SILLY JOKE?”,
“WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?” and “THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS UGLY CHILDREN!”

Additional resources

I can refer everyone to my high school photos as proof that the latter is not true. And also the
children who auditioned for the film knew very well what they didn’t like about themselves. The
one had a birthmark, the other a weird finger, and they had no qualms talking about it during the
audition. In the end, everyone is sometimes nervous about what he or she looks like.
Our goal was to make a film that will both immerse you in an exciting adventure, and make
you think at the same time. Those responses online suggest that people are already giving
it thought. I hope that they also go to the cinema to be carried along in the story of Paul the
Untouchable. To disappear into a special world for a moment, and to discover that THE CLUB OF
UGLY CHILDREN is actually a badge of pride. An honorary title for a group of children who dare
to stand up against the injustice of the dictatorial regime in which they live.
								Jonathon Elbers — Director

Director Jonathon Elbers
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Synopsis & Themes
Curriculum links and activities
Before the movie
Visual and screen literacy
Setting the scene
The idea behind the movie
Let’s get creative

After the movie
Getting ready to write a review
Guide for writing a film review
Reviewing and refining

Meet the crew
Additional resources

Additional
Resources
Official Trailer - The Club of Ugly Children
https://youtu.be/WGHL6gKNFw4
Human Rights and Anti-Descrimination laws
Australia
https://www.ag.gov.au/rights-andprotections/human-rights-and-antidiscrimination
AFF Youth pages for resources and tips on
how to make a film
https://adelaidefilmfestival.org/aff-youth/
support-us/workshops/
ACMI (formerly Australian Centre for the
Moving Image) - Virtual lessons, Recorded
lectures on demand, Free learning resources,
Teacher programs
https://www.acmi.net.au/education/
- Exploring camera angles
https://www.acmi.net.au/education/schoolprogram-and-resources/exploring-cameraangles/
Filmmaking: Camera Position and Angle
https://www.learnaboutfilm.com/filmlanguage/picture/camera-position/
Film Techniques: Shot Angles – Different
types of angles, their general effect and a
guide and examples of how to analyse them.
https://www.matrix.edu.au/film-techniquesshot-angles/
The Film Techniques Toolkit
https://www.matrix.edu.au/essential-guideenglish-techniques/the-film-techniquestoolkit/
Cinematography Techniques: The Different
Types of Shots in Film
https://www.oma.on.ca/en/contestpages/
resources/free-report-cinematography.pdf
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